EDUCATION  FOR  A  WORLD  ADRIFT

In history and in thought Greece leads on to Christianity,
and the teaching of this in schools raises the so-called
problem of religious teaching. It is not too much to say
that the spiritual future of this country depends on its right
solution and on the solution being carried rightly into
practice. In the last nineteen centuries Christianity has
been the greatest new fact in the history of Europe, which
is unintelligible without some knowledge of it. It meets us
in every stage and phase of our civilisation since the first
century A.D., in politics and social life, in thought, litera-
ture, art, music, architecture. You may think it a deplor-
able incident in the development of man, but to anyone
ignorant of it Western civilisation is a tapestry from which
half the pattern has been cut out. Incidentally, its 'book'
is both the finest monument of the English language and
the greatest book in the world. Thus, quite apart from any
religious reasons, some knowledge of Christianity must be
given in education.

That raises the question what should be taught. Reli-
gious education is not a question of knowing the dates and
authorship of the books of the Bible, or the meaning of
phrases like sthe abomination of desolation', but of seeing
Christianity as a way of living, as a life that was actually
lived. This should lead to a knowledge of the Christian
theory of life. The Life leads to the Creed. So it was in the
history of Christianity, where the Creed was a late growth,
a belief to which the actual experience of Christians led, and
which embodied that experience but did not precede it; the
Nicene Creed was formulated 300 years after Christ's
death; the Apostle's Creed is not earlier than the middle

Sir R. Livingstone: for the Stoics, any good translation of Epictetus such as
that in Oxford Classical Translations, and Marcus Aurelius in the same
series. The above books on Plato are recommended because they have an
introduction and notes for English readers; reading translations of Plato
which give no such guidance is apt to be unprofitable.
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